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Topic of Research Work The Evolution of Handicrafts
in Thai Society during the
Rattanakosin Period : Cera-
mics, Woven Goods and

Artificial Flowers *

Researcher Sawitree Charoenpong

Abstract

The development of Thai handicrafts has evolved
in accordance with the surrounding social circumstances
of the time. This research work proposes to study the
evolution of Thai handicrafts by focussing on three types
of handicraft work--ceramics, woven materials and
artificial flowers--all of which underwent changes amidst
the Thaisociety of the Rattanakosin Period. The study found
that the evolution of Thai handicrafts can be divided into

the following periods:

The Succession Period from the Glory of
Ayutthaya

This was clearly evident during the Early Rattana-
kosin Period (the reign of King Rama I-lll), particularly
during the reign of King Rama |. During the reign of King
Rama Il and Ilf, the handicraft work of this period started
to expand, develop, and acquire a character of its own,
rather than merely immitating that of Ayutthaya. This is due
to the fact that the society during this period was more

peaceful, united and secure.

* ("Artificial flowers", in this study, refers to any flowers, natural or other-
wise, which have been crafted by humans, including garlands, wreaths,
synthetic flowers, etc.)



The Westernization Period

During the reign of King Rama IV and V., western
thoughts were embraced in the country, leading to a
number of domestic reforms being undertaken in various
fields. Accordingly, the people's way of life, dress and
utensils also underwent some changes. The acceptance of
western influence had both a direct and indirect impact

on the handicraft work of the period.

The Period of Self-Sufficiency and Crea-
tion of Thai ldenfity

Thai society during the reign of King Rama VI resem-
bled a superimposition of two different images. One was
the acceptance of western influence, which continued
from the reign of King Rama V. The other was the concept
of creating a national identity and self-sufficiency., which
King Rama VI had received from the west. Therefore,
handicrafts during this period were promoted as a national
and cultural heritage inherited from ancient times. At the
same time, it was also a means of creating self-employment
for the people without having to rely on entering govern-

ment service or to purchase only goods from abroad.

The Nation-Building Period

During the time of Field Marshal P. Pibulsongkram,
an emphasis was placed on the policy of nation-building
in order to bring the country up to the same level as other
civilized nations. This goal may not be different from that
during the reign of King Rama IV, V and VI, although the
means of achieving this may differ. Economically, the
government persued a policy of economic nationalism. In
this regard, handicrafts played a part in such policy in

that there was a development in the direction of



industrialization, which most industrial plants administered
by the State.

Socially and culturally, the people's style of dress
pbecame more westernized, leading to a corresponding
change inrelated handicrafts such as hats, handbags, and
artificial flowers used for decorated clothes, for

example.

Paeriod of Naotional Economic Deve-

it

Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat continued the industria-
fization policy of Field Marshal P. Pibulsongkram but placed
an emphasis on laissez-faire economics. Therefore, the
country's handicrafts, which had become industrialized, were
increasingly developed by the private sector. There were
also adaptations of some handicraft works in accor-
dance with the nation's economic development during
this period, resulting in a number of new products. This
was followed by the manufacturing of such products for

export.

Reviva!l Period for Thai Handicrafis

Starting from approximately 1977, Thai handicrafts
developed along two approaches. The first approach
saw the handicrafts developing in correspondence with
the country's economic and technological development,
inherited from the time of Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat. The
other approach was marked by a rivival and conservation
of traditional handicrafts for various reasons. These include
the creation of employment for people in local areas, the
preservation of the country's traditional heritage, and even
the conservation of nature by using only natural materials.

In this regard, the Support Foundation under the Royal



Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen has played an
instrumental role as a pioneer in this area. As a result, this
has stimulated an increased awareness concerning the
rivival of Thai handicrafts within both the public and
private sectors.
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