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PROJECT TITLE: | : Development of Mitteskham
District.
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Kirti Bunchua.

June 1982,

YEAR

ABSTRACT

Mittakham District ls the oldest Catholle
community in Eangkok. It was founded in the Reign
of King Waraei the Grest of Ayuthya, &8 this pilece
of land was donated to be a militaery caup for the
Portuguese volunteers who were all Catholie. Their
descendents were called to military service once
more in the Relgn of Xing Tak Sin the Great of
Thonbturi. Thence, from the Relign of Rama I to the
Relgn of Resma VI, they served the Chakri Dynasty as
the Canon Expsert Regiment. When the military was
lmproved and the Regiment was disseclved they had to
gerve in various capacities. During the Relgn of
Rama I, & number of Cembodians came to Bangkok
under His Mesjesty's patronage. A8 some oOf them were
Gathollc, they were allowed L0 1lve 1In thie village
with their coreliglonlsts. After ten years, most

of the Combodicng returned to their netlive land.



During the Reign of Ring Rama III, a number of Catholiec
Annamites came under His Majesty's patronage. They
were allowed to live nesr their coreligioniats in the
outer part of the same district. During 2ll this tiame,
Chinese and Thail peoples from outside intermittently.
moved iInto the disgtriect, so that 1t became a meeting
place of races, where various cultures were mixed to

form the back ground of 1ts history.

The Portuguese language was dropped, except a
few worde, since the tlme of Ramz I, by adovting the
Cambodian langusge of the refugees. When the Caumbo-
dians went away, those who remained began to speak
Théi, but kept on writing Thai with the Roman
alphasbett 1t was eslled then the Jambodian language.
The Annemite refugeces in the Reign of Rama III spoke

h cent.ury AaDss

an old Vietnsmese dislect of the 18t
the Annamite lenguage, as 1t wae called by the users.
They used this dislect among themselves, ignoring all
the changes of the Vietnamece language to the present
time. This lanpuage was abandoned durlng the Second

world War, complying to the policy of the Government

of that tite.



The tresditions of this distriet, are partly of
Portuguese origin, partly of old Vietnamese origin,
and pertly of Thai origin. All are deposited like
sediments of the geological strata. No Cambodian
tradition was detected, by this research. As for the
Portuguese and old Vietnemese ones, they are cisap-
pearing rapldly, zs the people of this district want
to be Thel, mistskenly thinking thst, to be perfectly
Thei, one has to forget one's own history, and has to
convince oneself that one's own ancestors sre the
Thal Noil, once having fleed the Chinese invaders to
the Chao Phya basin. Such misunderstending 1is
menascing to precious historical documents, and dan~
gerousgly imposes illusion as fact. The Mittakham
district 1s not the only such one. Such exanples
should encourage lntsellectuals to the rescue, before
the treasures of Thel History end Culture sink to the

unfathomable depth of complete forgetfulness.
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