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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study about the history of goldsmiths
in Petchaburee family and the process of making gold ornaments in
terms of materials, tools, production, patterns and decoration. In
addition, it is a study about how to pass on the art of gold crafting.

The method of this study is interviewing the goldsmiths in the
past and present and the people who used to practice gold ornament
making with the goldsmiths in the neighbourhood of Panitjareons Road

in Petchaburee Province.

There is an evidence that the first generation of goldsmiths in
Petchaburee during the fifth reign of Ratanakosin were Mr. Huan
Talwanna, Mr. Cho Suwannachang and Mr. Pan Thongsamrit. All of
them were painters. Some had an experience in brass ornament
making. At present, goldsmiths in Petchaburee family who are still
making gold ornament are Mrs. Neung Fangsikam Mrs. Chew Bunsiri
and Ms. Tongkrai Thongsamrit who are more than 72 years old. This
knowledge has been handed down in the family to their children and
cousins only because of the price of gold. Goldsmiths must have

special characters : endurance, delicacy, goodview, and concentration.

Pure gold must be used to make ornaments because of its
malleability. As for the tools, an artificer is still using the tools used
in the past : taotamtong, anvil, tinsmith’s scissors, etc.

The process of gold ornament making begins with beating the
gold into sheet, strand, or sphere which are later joined together by
the process of braiding, weaving or soldering. In addition, there are
other methods : carving, sculpturing, embossing, etc.  Finally, the
finished articles are boiled to increase the quality of gold.

Gold ornaments are most made for women and children. These
are earings, necklaces, pendants, bracelets, rings, bangles, buttons,

etc.

ol



It has been found that there are 37 patterns of gold ornaments.
Some of them can be still made by a goldsmith at present : Soi-si-
sao, Soi-hok-sao, Pavalam, Luk-son, Tao-rang, Waen-pirod, etc.
These patterns are designed to be replicas of animals, flowers, fruits,

plants, and some auspicious objects.

In terms of conservation and transmission, the art of gold
crafting is dying out, due to the age of an artificer, it is advisable to
pass it on. A museum should be built to display and demonstrate
this art. A training programme for interested people should be arranged
in the hope that this art of gold crafting should be appreciated by

new generation.
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