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Abstract

The research aims at studying the way of life of fruit gardeners along the Klong
Bang Ramad, Talingchan District of outer Bangkok. It intends to collect information and
knowledge about fruit gardener culture into written record.

The research findings suggest that the Bang Ramad fruit gardeners are traditionally
Buddhists. Through their yearly ritual cycle, the people are involved with 3 kinds of rituals:
the Buddhist rituals, the rites of passage (birth, ordination, wedding, death ceremonies),
and the fruit growing rituals. Moreover, it is found out that the fruit gardeners still believe in
Supernatural beings, for example, the phra phum-chao thi (spirits of the land), chao poh-
chao mae (male and female powerful spirits).

Concerning the fruit growing system, the gardeners have been struggling with their
engagement in the production and distribution of their produces and with how they can
sustain their plantation. After the big flood in the year 1983, many full grown fruit trees were
severely damaged causing the gardeners to change their way of life from fruit gardeners to

kitchen gardeners.
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