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Bbstract

Sampheng : History and-Changes

(1782 - 1932)

The research indicates that Sampheng was the first settlement
of the Chinese in 1782, the year of the foundation of Bangkok as the
capital of Siam. Henceforth Sampheng became center of the communities
of Various ethnic groups of Chinese. They earned their living by doing
business : in the retail and wholesale trades ; as middlemen and
laborers. Sampheng therefore became a "common market" of Bangkok where
people of all classes could find various kinds of goods. Furthermore,
the Chinese here still behaved as if they were in their homeland in
order to preserve their traditional customs and ¥ituals. BAs a result

Sampheng had become center of Chinese communities, business and

traditional Chinese arts and culture in Bangkok until today.
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