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Since ancient time, the significant role #he Chinese community
has played in Thai society has been most evident in many aspects ;
Rattanakosin era in particular has witnessed the Chinese influence in their
econonic activities. The Chinese community have increased in number and
have lived various walks of life; commerce and business, labour force and
government, Most of them have assimilated well into Thai society through
marriage and cultural exchange. The economic influence they have wielded
soon paved their way to leading social and political roles. The Chinese
community grew at a very fast pace wmaiching the business growth of
Bangkok of which the Chinese people themselves have been the major thrust.
Therefore, history evelution and changes in their life merits an indepth
research to brighten the vista and understanding on the multifarious

roles they play in the Thai society of today.

For this reason, the Institute of Thai Studies has been provided
with genérous support from the Ford Foundatiom to conduct research on
project on "Chinese Community in Bangkok : Continuity and Changes" from
October 1962, Now that the research on historical part has been finally
concluded, the Institute of Thai Studies; Academia Affairs Chulalongkorn
University and the research team wish to express thelr sincere and
werment thanks and appreciation to Dr, Tom Kessinger and the Ford
Foundation for their invaluabie contribution in this very important

academic task.
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The Chinese Community in Bangkok

The Chinese represent the largest of the various minority groups
fourd in Thailand.l' Morecweyr, among the Suutheasp Asian countries with
Overseas Chinese populations, Thailand has the largest, approximately
é million.2 In Thailand the largest proportion of the Chinese immigrated
to Bangkok, beginning with the Early Bangkok (Ratanakosin) Period.
Furthevwore, these Chinege immigrants represent one of the ethnic groups
thal contributed to the Westernization of ‘thailand, which clearly began
with the signing of the Bowring Treaty with Bngland in 1355, and have
greatly contributed to the growth of Bangkok as an economi¢ Center, es=

pecially in terms of trade, and its rapid development up to the present.

Reasons for Chinese Tmmigration to Thailand

Great numbers of Chinese emigrants lekt China during the late

*
17005 and the early 1BOUs (i.e. the Early Banckock Period, 1782-1851)

1 ’ . : 3
Khacatphal Durutshat, Chon Klum Noi Nai. Thai Kap Khwarm Man

Khong Khorng Chart (Krungthep: Carvenrat Karnphim, 2526} , p. J.

? . g : . - ;
“TTuan Liseng, "Chaw Cin Tae Chiw Thi Opphayop Ma Yang Thai
Mal Reya Ragk", translaled by Wiphada Cancarusin, corrected by Witit

Wanthabun; in Khon Chin 200 »i phal Tal rhra Borom Phothi Sompharn,

Ben Thang Setthakit chahap Thset, Nov, 2526, p. 27.

*

Foy examples : the Sumreszion of the Chin-Ch'uan Revolts(1773-1776);
the Subjugation of the ransu Muslim=(1784); the Taiwan Expedition(1787) ;the

Mehalese war(l792) ; White Totus wevelt(l796=1804) T'un-1i chiao Rebels (1813);

mium War(1832) Taiving Brhellion (1050=1065) :Micn Rebe llion(1853) ; Muslim

Relaellion (1L856) and rrrow War (17057) ... Thae list of the ¢hronological historical

evenls is Nseolotont Professcr Pipada Youngdioroon's kind contribution.




for both political éhd economic.reagéns. ﬁolitically, during this
period there was' much in-fightino among the Chinese to seize power,
cupedially inthe southern provinces, resulting in a state of turmoil.
The defeated had to seék refuge vutside of China by the thousands,  as
did those menbers of the populace who wanted to flee from the political
turmoils> Moreover, this political situation so adversely affacted:
the cconomy that the peopls were wunable to devote their full efforts

Lo making a living. Faced also with bandits and natural disasters,:
througnout the land they suffered from famine and starvation.

The aforementioned political and economic situations .in China-
were important factors that pressured many Chinese to emigrate in order
to f£ind a new place to make a living. Some of these Chinese immigrated
to Thailand because it was a "land of pibnfy" fﬁéﬁ éffured &anyuépﬁér—
tuniti&s £o seck out a livelihood. The Chifhess represented a source
of fifst~rate labor; they wera hafdmworking, industrious, persevering
and gave thelr best efforts for the wages that they received.4

Subsoguently, a "nead” for the Chinese labor force in Thailand
was created, beginning with the reign of Rama IT, when the policy of

conseyipting commoners as corves labor for various public works projects

3 v 5t Oy . = :
“th'en Su~ching, China and Southcastern Asia (Chungking and

New York: China Institute ‘of ‘Pacific Relations, 1945), p. 6: gquotéd

in William G. Skinner, Chinese Society in Thailand: An Analytical His-

%ny;(NEG York: Corncll Univarsity PresS} 1957); p."zi; also see Louis

Mitéhigﬁh;wihe Ovirseas Chiness (London: The Badly Head Ltd., 1861) ,p. 16.

T

4Mullica Ruangrapce, The Role of the Chinese in Thal Economy,
Saciety and Art from Rama I to Rama IV (M.A. Thesis, Department of

History, Chulalongkorn University, 2518), p. 68.
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was changed to one of hiring Chincse laborers to, for example, dig canals.

The reasons belng that the Thai force was consceripted and incxporienced

and thoy lacked motivation becauss thty received no benefits from their
WOYK. |

in additiqn, the Chincse who Qossassed specialized Kn&wlaaac
and &Aperigncc in trade auj shipping were in demand since Thailand was
in the provess of ruhuildimg hex economy during the Early Bangkok

davelopment period., They were needed to assist in the affalrs of the

Khlang, espezcially in regards to foreign trade, having

EIONES Lrated to the Thais their capabilities in this aréa be=
zlnulnu w1+h the Ayudz 5:?criﬁd and continuing to the bhonburi Feriéd.
Furthc;mq;e, the fact that the Chinesc who entered Thdljand wore Lx‘mpt~
o £rom ﬁhe séci&l clagsification system meant that they were not Lun-‘
soripted for corven labor liks Thais but were free to choose thui;
mizang of lqullhOﬂd whether it be merchandising or hiring out as
Laborers,  Congequently, during the Barly Bangkok Period Lh1ne““vihmi-
granls poured into Thailanﬁ in qrrnt numbnrs; causing no ill=feeling
o Lthe part Df thu Thal papulaton ov lhl;la, indicating Uld£ the oxist-
ing pp. icy supported these mass immigra l:ions;.ﬁ
Later, after Thailand bod made treatiss with vﬁrioué foxeign
nations, beglining with the Bowring Treaty with Bngland in 1&55,‘the

Thai evonomy was making a definite expansion into expoz:t trade. More

coping to Thailand and th problem arose

and move fareiogn traders we
as to who was to be middleman bobwesn the producers and buyers, most
of whon were Westerners., Vor the most part Thais themselves were not

and most c¢hose to farm. Those with

sgkilled or experienced in tu:

L g o I U i

‘Pansri Duke end Piyanart Bunnag, 5. 3J] Prawatsart Thai 1

(ﬁrungﬁhup;‘SmmnaM Dham Akoormehareenthat, Jdbdl), pp. L133-136,

160163,




these Chinses who were looking for a safe and calm refuge. Beszides,

of the Thai reulors had not been prejudiced or obstructive

. ; ; 5 - , 8 o ‘
towards forcimmaorg since the days of Ayudhaya. The Chinese espoecially
had become an Lmportant economic force for Thailand and had always

ty, quite well accustomed to Thai ways and

been a part of

chinese immigrants were able to adjust

peoplea. Thorafora, the
to Thai society “ust as the first ones had dome. hnother factor was
rhat rost of these Chinese were voung, able-bodied men with nc families
oy with their families remaining in China, go *they usually took Thai
wives, scettled down and eventually became a part of Thai society.

In summary, political and economic conditions in China were
important factors forping large numbers of Chinese to lcave China from
the late 18th contury to the 19th century. DBeginning in the parly
Bangkok Period at various times significant numbers of these Chinesc
immigrated to and settled down in Thailand. Motivating these immigrat-
ions were the favorable qamditions iﬁ the cauﬂtry that provided ways
to make a living, th; goonomic policy of the Thai rulers, safety from
political troubles, as well as 2 scclety that allowed smooth adjust=

ment and assimilation, Most of these Chingse settled in Bangkok,

o 5 5 A ; ;
For more detalls ses Somcai Anumarnratchnthon, Kayn Thut

Khorng Thoi Samald Kruny 3ri Ayudhaya.  (Phronakhorn: Rongphio Thai Rasem,

2453) , 164 pages.

9 ’ iy ; ‘
X thirawet Droamuanrathakarn and Fivanart Bunnag, Course S, 1210

Prowat Sangkhom Lae' Wathanotham Thai (RKrungbhep: Thai Watana Phanit,

d837 s pa 86y




for both political éhd economic.reagéns. ﬁolitically, during this
period there was' much in-fightino among the Chinese to seize power,
cupedially inthe southern provinces, resulting in a state of turmoil.
The defeated had to seék refuge vutside of China by the thousands,  as
did those menbers of the populace who wanted to flee from the political
turmoils> Moreover, this political situation so adversely affacted:
the cconomy that the peopls were wunable to devote their full efforts
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were important factors that pressured many Chinese to emigrate in order
to f£ind a new place to make a living. Some of these Chinese immigrated
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tuniti&s £o seck out a livelihood. The Chifhess represented a source
of fifst~rate labor; they wera hafdmworking, industrious, persevering
and gave thelr best efforts for the wages that they received.4

Subsoguently, a "nead” for the Chinese labor force in Thailand
was created, beginning with the reign of Rama IT, when the policy of

conseyipting commoners as corves labor for various public works projects

3 v 5t Oy . = :
“th'en Su~ching, China and Southcastern Asia (Chungking and

New York: China Institute ‘of ‘Pacific Relations, 1945), p. 6: gquotéd

in William G. Skinner, Chinese Society in Thailand: An Analytical His-

%ny;(NEG York: Corncll Univarsity PresS} 1957); p."zi; also see Louis

Mitéhigﬁh;wihe Ovirseas Chiness (London: The Badly Head Ltd., 1861) ,p. 16.

T

4Mullica Ruangrapce, The Role of the Chinese in Thal Economy,
Saciety and Art from Rama I to Rama IV (M.A. Thesis, Department of

History, Chulalongkorn University, 2518), p. 68.




‘some education soﬁqht positions in government servicé and tha upward
soclal meiliLy that this woudl kring. Thus, the opportunity arose
for the ChinesQ Lo L£ill this role of middleman, buying goods Lxom the
Thais and selling them to Lhe Ves terners, on the onc hand, and ime
porting forcign goods for sale Lo Lhe Thais, on thc one hand.6

As a fnsult, during the reign of Kiﬁq Rama IV, there was ano-
ther greal inpouring of Chinese immigrants after Lhe signing of the
Bowring Jrcaty and this continued inte the King Rama V reign. Du%inq
this period travel From Chiﬂa to Thailand became much casier and some
of the Chiﬁesé alreﬁdy settled iﬁ Thailand acted as middlemen to bring
more Chinese laborcrs into Thailand e§en though the latter might have
no finances. In 1882 the British Bangkok Passenger Stuamei Company
began providing direct transportation between Swatow and Bangkdk oncb
a week, making travel.evén‘mOQQ con&cniont since it was no longer
necaessary to go via Singéparé;. ﬁn‘ave¥age of ld,OOO Chinese per year
arrived in Bangkok durihélthis perisd.7 |

In addition touéhc stimilus of Thalland's changing economic
coﬁditions, theré wefc'sobia} aﬁd poliﬁicai rﬁasongvfnr the large
numbers of Chinese political and economic refﬁqees unteriﬁévThailand.
At thaf £iﬁé.Tﬁailand's state of affaiié was relati&ei& ngfmél,.more
S0 thaﬂjéome of iEs neiéﬁbois. Evcnufhoﬁgﬁ‘there Wore séﬁe‘éxtGQnal
and intcfnal'poiiticalrprablamsp the rulcrs”wcre able tors5lve thém
and return tb:n state of normalcy within.a short periodnéf ﬁjmé. Suéh

an atmosphere induced foreigners to come to Thailand, in particular

6 '
James C, Ingram, Economic Change in Thailand 1850-1970

(California: Stanford University press, 1271) p. 37.

Tig s X g : . : ;
William G. Skinner, Chinesc Society in Thailand, p. 43-44.



which, baing the capital city, was the country's cconowic center and
offercd more opportunitics for them to provide for themselves. The
Chinesze population of Banogkok gradually multiplied, leading to the

establishment and expansion of Chinese communities,

Establishment and Growth of Chinese communities in Bangkok

Most of the Bangkok Chinese came from southern China and con-
gizting of > groups: Cantonese from central Canton Province, Hokkien
from scuthern Fukien, Tac Chiuv from northeastern Canton Province, Hakka
from northern Canton Province, and Hainanese from the northeastern

i : . 10
part of the island of Hainan,

The first Chinese cormmunity in Bangkok was located in the va-
cinity of Tha Tien and the Royal Palace. These Chinese were Tae Chiu
who had arrived in large numbers during the Dhonburi Period and were
allowed by ¥ing Taksin to sctile and carry on trade in this area, which
is on the left bank of the Chao Phraya River and was opposits the King's

i1 ; _ y ;
ralace. Later, in the Early Bangkok Period when King Rama I moved
the capital to the left bank of the river, he had this community moved
, . . e 12
to an area to the southwest and outside the city wall. It later
came to be called "Sampheng”. The masses of Chinese wo arrived in

Bangkok during King Rama I1's and Rama III's reigns largely joined the

Sampheng community,

30, .. o ’ . )
William G. Skinner, Leadership and Power in the Chineses

community of Thailand (New York: Cornell University Press, 1958) p. 4.
o —— o ;o
William G. Skinner, Ibid, p. 5.

12 ; " _—
Cawphraya Thipakornwoneg, Thra Ratchaphongsawadarn Krung

Ratanzkosin, Rama I's Reign.




A8 o result, Sampheng exporienced rapid growth not only because
it wasg ; résidential area but also becausc it became a major market area,
the [irsl Chimesc one in tho Bavly Bangiok Peviod. The Chinese preferred
trade as & means of livelihood and were adept at it, doing it wherever
they lived., The Chinese in Sdﬁph@ng were Lile first to convert their
hones intb'shophousés selling a variety of goods.

Subscrguontly, during the reigns of King Rama IV and Rama V
(1855=1210), i.e. in the period following the signing of the Bowring
Troaty with ¥ngland, another large Chinese immigration took place,
Gausiony the exponsion of the Chinese community into areas outside

1.4
Bomypoboag, namedly

1. The area from south of the city wall to the south bank of

the mouth of Phaduny Krung Koesom Canal,
This arvae was actunlly the original Sampheng community which
spread out as a result of King Rama IV's decision to dig Phadung Krung

Fasem Canal, exzpanding the clty’s perimeter to the cantl,

CUMAs area, previvusly oulside the oity wall, bzacame a part of the city

’
]
NEOPEY .
14
L

Sawltree Dabbhasuts, The Relations between Thai, Chinese
and Wastorn communiti@s in Bangkok 1855=1910, (M,A. Thesis, Department
of History, Chulalongkorn Univuesily, 2547), pp. 38-42,

id
Diyanart Dummag, Duangporn Nophakun and Suwalhono Thardornitd,

Canals in Depgkoh: listory Cheuges aud Lhelr Tmpast (1782 4,D.=1982 A.D.).,
(Rrnpkok s Reseaeeh Division, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok's 200th

Annivegary Celebration, 2525, p. b0,
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Thig oxpanded Chines: community comprised an area stretching
from the southern city wall Lo the south bank of the mouth of Fhadung
Krung Xasem Canal, in the snvirons of Wat Karlawa, parallel to the

Chao Pliraya River and New Road, approximately 1% miles in length.

Three pareallel roads out through this arca extending away

from the river, namely, Sampheng Road, Yawaraj Road and New Road,

respectively. Various allsys and lanes intcrconnected these three

roads.”  Both sides of the roads were filled with shophouses, some
concrete and some wooden, some of the latter still having nipa thatch
17

roofing.”

This Chinese community was adminstratively divided into tambons
{communes) , with a Chinese Kamnan (chief) in charge of each tambon.
These were Trok Ban Phraya Isaranuphap, Saphan Han-Sampheng, San Caw
Kaw, Xongsi Long, Wat Samphanthawongsaram, Trok Taw Sampheng, Trok
Phroya Yrai, Tekmikoeil (naxt to Wat Cakrawatrachawart), Saphan Yail Cai
Thueng, Rong Kathakaw, San Caw Mac Thap Thim, Trok Acorn, Talat Noi,
Trok Wat Yuan, Talat Noi-Trok Ban Kaeng Buan, and. Choeng Saphan Talat

#01l, Samphens Harket was tho most important in the area; here people

i5 _ e G ; 4 v 2 :
Sammuel J. Smith,. “loncgkck, Siam, as it is?, Siam Repository

1 (189¢): p. 107.

e

15 = 7 . . o o ot
Based on map of Bangkok, Phra Mahanakhorn Savem RS.121,

Department, bangkck.

S, Phlai Noi, Zangkok (Krungthep: 2520), p.74.




coudd find all types of goods, from the small-pots and pans-to the
‘ o ) ) R - T e ; '
larye and hiyln priced=lival engiues, In fact, Sampheng acgulred

e desiguation "Talat Yail™ (Tre Dig Market) as opposed to "Talat hoi’

.

{(The Spall Market) or "Talatl Kia'?”, which was e second oldest and
largest in the arca.lg

Tﬂus it ean be scen that during the reigns of King Rama IV and
Rawe V Sampheny spréad oul over a broad Qrua, givirg risc to numerous

otnay Chinese comrmunities,

2. Raft Jdouse Communities on the Chao Phraya Rive:x

Faft houses were strung out along both the Langkok and Dhonburi

sides of tie Chao Phraya Riwver for a distance of arout 4=5 miles, Fach

i

-

conlained about 30-40 square feet of floor space and consisted of 2
one-gtory units with walls made of wattle and roofs of nipa thatch,

Pho majority of the raft house owners were chinese traders. llowever,
in the lattar part of Wing Rame V's roign, when several oew roads were
adlt in Pangkok and bulldings constructed along both sides of the voads,

. " ; . ' " . . ok o g 3 21
Ehe Coincga raft touse commonitics took up residepce in those buildings,

18 & 5 i . il g ! .
Srnald Jright, "sangkek™, Twonbictli Century Improessions of

alendar (Panghok: American Mission=

bangkok (e

avy hssociation, 1E71), pp. 111112, and Sir John Bowring, The Kingdom

ardd Puople of S8iam V. I. (Loodons John W. Farker, 1857) p, B35,

Kong Morvolmal Joweng Coort (KuHGCL) Giationnl Archiwves), Bkasarn

7 e

N B
- whe Yk W ¥ ' )
uaterakary Thi 5, v,

o Lok T g e adh 5t
L 0447, Peakart Raneg Cat Thi Sarma Thanon Tam=

Lon Uan Dhamthom", “Drakort ol Khoyni Thanar hnMrung nuﬁnng.“
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and subsequently few Chinese could be found living in raft bouses along

the rivcr.g
3 Talaﬁ Phlu Area
This community was located in Dhonburi on the Bangkok Yai, or
Bang Luang Canal. The Chinese here were cngaged in trade and betel
leaf (phlu in Thai) Cultivation.23 The merchants included those with
permanent gold shops and boat peddlers who mainly sold food.zr.4 The
number of Chinese cengaged in betel leaf cultivation was quite large

and it may be that this area represented the only area in Bangkok where

. g G ’ 25
a large group of Chinese were engaged in an agriculture occupation.

4, Dhonburi Bank of the Chao PhrayayRiver

fhis Chinese.community located ir Dhonburi was situated across
the ri&er from the Sampheng Chiness community on the Bangkok side of
thé river at the point where Ratchawoﬁg Road runs up to the river bank.
This location was called "Huai Cun Long" in Chinese, meaning "steam-
ship landing”, since it had been a landing where steamships docked to

: -
unload goods.b Besides being a transfer point for goods, this area

22Arnold Wright, op.cit.,p. 241.

23k. H. ., R. 5, N. 33/18, "Phuak Cin Ang Yi Wiwart Kan Nai Thong

T™hi Bang Yi Reua".
24 " L o ‘
For details see Karncanarkphan, "Dek Khlong Bang Luang",
Vol. 16 (Krungthep: Rueangsin, 2520), pp. 143-163.
25 . g
Sawitree Dabbhasuta, op.cit., pp. 41-42.
26Sat‘nicm Kosct, “Phuen Khwarm Lang", Vol. 1 (Plra Nakhorn:

Suek Sit Sayam, 2513}, p. 75.
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was a production center with, in particular, rice mills and lime mills.
Rice mills were to be found along the river's edge down to the lower
seotion of the Bukkhalo area and the mouth of Dawkhanorng Cana 1. ‘These

onterpriscs had branches, offices, or retail shops in the Sampheng

o}

)

’ C T . i i3 q ;
area across the river. the Chinese living in this area were well-

tomdo, as could be judged from the expansive Chifnese architectural

style of th@ir.houses. They consisted of a large central structure

with twb-story buildings on oithey side and fronted by o spacious

tiled courtyard, There was a large main gate and two small side gates
28

that scrved ag entrances,

T addition, Chinese were to be found scattered about elsewhere
put. not in community=size groups like the four above.  For example,
the market area within thé south city wall along Bamrung Mucang.Road,
aleny Fusang Nakhorn read, and along Banckok Road in the Wesicrnoes
market area. In short, whorover there weore marketing activities
Chinese shops and residehces could usually be found there.zg with the
gxcaption of tho raft housc communities, the other large Chinese com-
munitics expanded continuously until World War II. As time passed
the raft house communities beecams swaller, beginning in the later
mart of King Rama V's relgn, as more and more of these Chincsc csta=-
hlighed residences and businessoes along the newly built roads in the

, . . . . . 30
city. Por exemple, Samsen Road and other roads in Dusit District™ 7

R

27,

4, Siwarak, Bukkhon Ruam Samai Nal Thatsana Khorng 5,

Siwarak (Krungthep, Mun Nithi Komol Khim Thong, 2523), pp. Lod, L79,

28 i ;
Sathion kKosct, op.cit.;, p. 76,

o
Sawitrec Dobbhaguta, Ofa glt., p. 44

o

R0 : ) :
TRELCOLR, S, Y, Th, 9106 Herng Hroam Phvs Ehlang Khavineg Thi

v

haphan R.9. L4 and ©.000,, B.5, Y. th, B, 4/6 "Krom Phea Som

Hrars Hoanekal Thun rRatehaliarn Thi 5.1

E.
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the area betwesn Bangrak and Suriwong Road; Sip Song Hang Road; Si
_ 3. - . .
Phraya Road; Decho Road™ ; and Silom Road. At first, however, build-
1
ing located near the riwver were in great demand and therefore expen=
e . ] - S : z 32
sive because most trade still depended on river transportation.
Also, later on some Chinese came to occupy buildings on temple grounds,
. i . 33
¢.g Wat Cakrawat Rachawart, Wat Rartburana, and Wat Yarn Nawa.
In bricf, when roads were built and buildings constructed
along them, the chinese would cithor purchase or sub=lease the build-
ings and sct up trade in them, leading to the cstablishment of more and

more Chinese communitics.

Social Status

In their former homeland most of the Chinese who came to
Bangkok were of more or less the same status, i.e. poor and uncducated.
34
Therefore, there were very few prosperous or well-educated among them.
Being poor, they came seeking a place to make a living and become

wealthy. They came with just their shirts on their backs (the Thai

expression being literally, "with a mat and a pillow") but with the

31 ‘ =

K.H.C.; R.5, ¥.th, 9/46, 7 Thanwarkhom, R.S. 118, "Phra Rat-
cha Krasae Rap Sang Khorng Ratchakarn Thi 5."

21bia.
3Outit Jucngnipowsakul, The Economy of the Wat in Bangkok

1782-1210, (M.A. Thesis, Chulalongkorn University, 2526), 234-239.

34Kenneth Perry Landon, The Chinese in Thailand (New York:

Russell E Russell, 1973), p. 203+
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Sua, and had opportunities to raise their social rank through the royal
service system since most of them received titles of nobility, ranging
from g@ggy@ to §§EEJ38 with & ﬁ?ﬁéﬁﬁ? rank of 400 and above.39 The
Chinese with titles of nobility, most of whom were under the jurisdic-
ticm of the Krom Tha Sai, were responsible focr trade dealings between
Thailand and countries to the east of the Gulf of Thailand, such as
China, Japan, and Vietnam, and were responsible for supervising the
Chinese population of Thaiiand. In addition, not a small number of
them were semi~official tax collectors.

Nevertheless, no Chinese wae delegated sole and absclute res-
ponsibility for supervising the Chinese communities of Bangkok due to
the fact that among the five sub-groups (Cantonese, Tae Ciw, etc¢.) no
one overall leader could be sclected because of the competition for

40 . ; .
power among the sub-groups. Seme notable high-=level Chinese figures

in Bangkek during the reign of King Rama V were Ce Sua Yom, or Luany

38For details see K.H.C. (Compiler), "Karn Taeng Tang'Khun
Marng Thai Nai Samai Ratchakarn Thi § (Krungthep: K.H.C., Krom Silapa=

korn, 2521y .

39Somdet Phra Caw Boromawongthoe Krom Phraya Damrong Rartchanupharp
Tae' Phraya Rartchasena, "Thesaphibarn" (Phra Nakhorn: Rongphim Rung
Rcuang Tham, 2498), pp. 51-52,

40
Williana G. Skinner, Leadership and Power in the Chinese

Community of Thailand, p. 8.
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Sathorn Rnrtchayuk‘(whb supervised the digging of Sathorn Canal and
the construction of Sathorn Road), Ce Sua Fak, or Phraya Choduck Rartcha’

setthi (Fak Chotiksawat), C¢ Sua ¥hian, or Phrava Chodusk Rartchasetthi

(Thian Chotiksathdian), Luang Thicheiwari (Mu), Ceé Sua Yim, Arkorn Ki,
A R 41
Ce Sua Niam, ctc.

pMiiddie Level Chincse

11 middle~level mecrchants with not-

This group included gene
so~larage busincssces, skilled workers clerks and trainees in Chinese
and Westorners' shops, and ﬁmployaes of the semi-official tax collectors.
Thoy had fewer finances than the upper level group but they had suffi-
cient skills té make a liwving, Given improved skills and more incoﬁe,
they had the opportunity to bacémé small business owners,
Lower Lovel Chinese

at this level wure.fﬁund the unskilled leborers such as hawkers,
rickshaw and cart ﬁullérs, ricdvﬁili)'saw‘mili and dry dock workers, '
Chinese opera actors and actressés, etc. These people did not actually
wish *o remain in Thailand permanently but sought only to save up some

B J SF

money for o period of time.

fhésa threc socinl lewals of Chinese made up the domiunities’
described above which were located in various arcas of Rangkok and’
Dhonburi. ‘Thay were exempted from the Thai social ¢lassification system

and were not conscripted fur corvee labor but they were required to

pay a head tox. Thosc who had paid this lax wore required to wear a

4

hssociotion, 1870), p. 64.

42 . A . . e B
v William G. Skinn.r, Chinese Society in Thailand, p. 135,
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pi around their wrists, i.e. a picce of "wax" (Khrang) stamped with

an official seal, simply to signify this.43

Reeidences and way of Life

The residences of the Chinese in Bangkok during the reigns of
King Rama IV and V can be divided into 2 categories: those of the upper
level Chinsese and those of the middle and lower level Chinese.

The residences of the upper level Chinese reflected the cfforts
to retain elements of Chincsce architecture. Most of the construction
materials were imported from China. M typical residence consisted of
three buildings: a large central one, which usually ran parallel to
the river or a road lying to the front, and two long parallel ones on either
side of the central cne running perpendicular to the river or road.

All three might have either onc or two stories. They surrounded a
spacicus open courtyard with walkways paved with large ceramic ﬁiles
or granite flagstones transported from China as ballast for merchant
ships. The courtyard opcned ogto the river or the road to the front,
whaye an arched gate was situated, It was covered with a roof rmnning
parallel to the central building; a name plate was hung over the en-
tranco.44 Near the ond of King Rama V's reign some Western architect-

ural features were introduced, e.g. carved balustrade posts and curved

4380nsak Shusawat, Pookece: The Poll Tax Collection from the

thincse Auring Bangkok Deriod. (M.A. Theeig. Department of Hietory.

Chulalengkern University, 2524), p. 46.

4 . . L]
i Phutsadi Thipphathat and Marnop Phongsathat, Ban Nai Krungthep
{Bangkok; Ressareh Diviainn, chulalongkorn Universily, Bangkok's 200th

Anniverayy Celebration, 2523), p. 96.
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transoms , but the overall architectural pattern remained Chinese.

Several upper level-Chiness

residences are still in good condition even

i

to this day: in Bangkok, thosoe of Luang Upakarnkosakorn in Trok Yachun,
Saphan Han, near Wat Borphitphimuk; ILuang Mawakenikorn, Trok Phraya Krai
Songwart Road; Sowhengthai at Talat Noi; in Dhonburi, those of Wang-1i,
in the vicinity of Huai Cun Long, and Poki, in the viecinity of Tha Din
Dacng on the bank of the Chao Phraya River dingonally across from Song-
wart and Tha Ratchawong, ate,

The residences of the middle and lower level Chinese were con-
crote or wooden row houses. The former were usually one story, had
thick walls and Chincsc typc roofs. Examples of these kind of build-
ings can still be found in Trok Yachun, Eaphan Han and in Sampheng.46
There seemed to be no definite patterns for the arrangement of these
buildings; such was determined mainly by the roads running through a
given area and the nature of the site itself.47 In addition, unskilled
loboreys might live together in employer-provided housing at thé rice
mill, factory or shop, for example.

Whorever the Chinesce resided, they still held to their long-

practiced traditions and customs, cspeclally respect for what was sacred

©

48 i . G
to them. Thus, Chinese temples (san caw and wat) were community
i lnmalt e L

15
“JIpid., pp. 163-165.

"

40 . :
Sawitree Dabbhasuta, op.clit., p. 92.
47
*?PhutSadi Thipphathat and Marnop Phongsathat, op.eit,, p. 96,
4

For details on Chinese religious cenceptssee sathiankoset
g 18
Loe' markhaprathip, Latthi Ehornea Phuean (Phra Nakhorn: pPhrac pitthaya

Lae! Odecn Store, 2500), pp. 481-776.
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centers for the Chinese in Bangkuk,‘e.g; San Caw Mae Thap Thim, San
Caw Ton Sai, San Caw Siaw Sue Kong, San Caw Pun Taw Kong, all in Same
pheng and its'environs49; wat Leﬁg Noe i fi, or Wat Mangkorn Kamalarwart,
on Carocenkrung Road; Wat Yonyg Hok Yi, ér Wﬁt Bamphen Cinpharot, in
Yawarart district; etc.

Furthermore, from the zarly days up until the reign of King
Rama V the Chinesc usually dresscd in the Chinese style, wore their
hair in gueues, and at home followed Chinese ways. For instance, wise
Hgyingé and auspigious blessings written in Chincsc werce hung over doors

and on walls. The language of the home was cne's own particular Chinese -

dialect; Thai wag spcken teo officials and other thais hut the Chinese could
not write Thai.
Some Chinese attempted to pass on Chinese traditions and cus-

tome to their'children by means of a Chinese~type education. Some sent
t' ei¥ children to study in China; others engaged Chinese teachers to
giﬁéyleSsons in their home or sent their children to be educated by

tampfé keepers. Texts consisted musﬁlglmf old religious texts, li-
terary works and Chinese historf pooks . Ag  time passed more and more

Lo

Kiat Ciwakun, et al., Markets in Bangkok: fxpansion and

Deve Lopuent y (Bangkok: Research Division,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok's 200th Anniversary Celebration 2525),
and Phutsadi Thipphathot sand Mornop Phongeathat, op.cit., p. 1l.

-

JOSir John Bowring, The Kingdom and People of Siam, Vol. 1

(London: Oxford University Press, 1969), p. 56.

r' : )
7loni ehat Ratanaphon, "Wiwatnarkarn Karn¥huap Knum Rongrisn Cin"

(MuA. Thesis, Department of Public Admini:tratioh,ﬂdtionul Ilnstitute of

Deve lopment Administrution,?519),_pp. 33-3h4.

L}
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Chinese were cradually assimilated intoe Thai society so that the number
of Chinese who trenuinelv followed the ways of their ancestors gradually
Cag B2
decrecaced.
' Fer relaxatior, most of the Chinese favored gambling and betting
at cambling hbuses, lottery houses, Chinese opera houses and opium dens.

This was a practice bhroucht from Chirna and the above estaklishments

53 e e
were to be found especially in bangkok, Thai officials were unable

to completely prohibit or suppress such gambling establishments as is
witnessed in the following anrouncement of 1888

“... po thua, a Chinese came of chance, is considered evil,
tempting Siamese citizens to be gamblers and be wasteful. It should

he suppressed to the oreatest extent possible and eventually stopped
altogether. bBe that as it may, putting it to an absolute end immediate-
Ly would ‘cause lot of trouble and difficulties since the Chinese,

who have come to live in Siam under the grace of His Majesty and have

54

showr. cood behavior, plav it all the time.”
To summarize, the Chinese came to Thailand to find work and many
dicided to become permanent residents, Semdeét Krom Phrava Damrong Rarcha-

nupharp divided the Chinese who came to Thailand into @ croups: those

£ 2 »
B B . G . . 5 3 i - . i
CPKhon Cin rai Thatsana Khorng...Keekrit,"” Senthang Setthakit Chabap

Phiset: Khon Cin 200 Pi Phai Tal Phra Borom Phothi Sompharn (Krungthep:

Sirichail Karnphim, #5:¢), p. 3¢ and Phra Caw Worawon¢gthoe Phra Ong Caw

Culacakraphone, Caw Chiwit (Phra ilakhorr: Khlano withaya, 2507), p. 286,

it

¥ Sawitres Dalbhasuta, op.cit., p. 95,

4
b“R. To Th. Sathiarn Ladilak. et al. (compilers), "pPrakart llor

Ratsadakurnphliphat,” Frachun RoUnad Praceun Sok Lem 11 (Plica nakhorn:

7

Ronophim Daily Mail, 2478, p. 127.




who came and went, came and went, not staying permaneutly, he called

rnew Chirese'; those who came and settled down to stay he called "old

L i .,

';_‘.
-’

9.}

Chirese", Of whiciever group, when they came to Thailaud, they
bhrought with tiem their Chirese ways, as reflected in the residences
they tuillt and the other facets of their lives mentioned above. Even

so, the Chinese and tle Thal experienced hiarmonious relations, mixing

g0 well 1t was hard to tell tlem apart.

Ceeupations and Econowic Roles

The Chivese wlo came to Bangkok during tie Early Danpkok Period
wore first Jocated din Samplern;.. Thelr economic pursults car be classed
irto 4 m#ir caterories:

1 gyricdeurel

Many Lkinds of veﬁetéblesvwere srown incthe . Samphen: areat
hirese lettuce, wliite lettuce, preen lettuce, cabbage, cauliflower
and Chirese convolvulueg, CSeeds were purchésed throupgl: Chinese tradérs
wio saiiea'ﬁegch;mt sLiﬁs Lethen Thailang andvcﬂina. As the Chinese
populatidnJﬁréw the vérétahla,fafms exﬁéﬁdcd‘tO:OUtside the Samphenp
ares where land for cultivalion was rented Irﬁm‘weélthy'laudowuefs;
hesides vopetable farming, betel  nut and betel vine leaves were culti=-
Qaféd,vﬁoté:iﬁhﬁénykck and Dhonburi, Omne sren of rangkok is still‘called
guan Pilu (phlu = betel vire leaf), The 16aves grown by the Chineso
were crisp ead duita syrmetrical ir shape: so popular were thcy,(iﬁ
fact, that special hetel vine leaf markets were CgtéhlishedS as evidenced

Ly arotuer still existing place veame, Telat Pilu, in Dhonburi.

hh ‘ N » .
T Somdet Phra Caw loromwongther Kren Fhrava Damrong Rarchanupharp,

Phesa Hatehapiionpaawadarn Krurg Ratanakooin Racchakarn Thi 5.
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2y terchandising

”Besideé'farminﬁ, the Chinese had other skills which they put

to use in making a living. For ezample, making Chinese sweets and

cakes whicli Thais came to know, such as Khanom pia-.'9 kKhanom kpy taw

huai,taw thueng, chaw kuai, pa thony ko, ete, Those who had no such

cooking ékills would handle selling and delivery, Craftsmen who could
make aﬁd repaif stoves known as taw ang low would peddle them from
house to house and do repair work also, Others raised and butchered
piges and sold the pork from house to housc.

| H fhéréhiﬁcéeéﬁho Liad suffibiént capitnl would‘éet theﬁéelves
up éélmi&dleﬁéhs buying from producers, who were mainly Chinese also,
and seliinghthe voods in residential areas. Yor thie boars were also
used;‘they ééﬁld pet to any and every place along thé river and canals
where people lived, Thev mmhered in the hundreds and plied their wares
up and dowri the flgbr'ﬁwd along the various canals. Thelr wares in-
cluded foodstuffs and all kinds of necossary articles.

Prior to the sipndnyg ol the Bowrdny Treaty floating markets

were important merchandising centers for merchants, mostly Chinese,
awd merciantwomen, mostly Thai, Apricultural products, other foodstuffs,
eloth and elotbing, and samplaw bLoat perte were available.56 Lining
both banks of tie Chao Phrava River for a distance of about 4~5 miles
were to be found one-story raft houses, all of sim lar size, approxi-
mately J0=-40 square feet, and censisting of 2 units with wattle walls

and unipa thatched roofs. The majority of these raft louses were occupled

5¢ s s )
Sunthorn Fhu, Uannakam Mirat {(Phra Nakborny From Silapakorn,

2505)9 PP 28‘32:
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Uther Chines¢ found work as crewmen on the samphaw and sampan
boats carrvine trade goods to and from Thailand and other countries,
China in porticular. Laoter, when trade with the West increased Chinese
laborers found jobeg as dockworkers, loading and unloading ships docked
along the river,

4., Overseas-Trade, Shipping, Shipbuilding and Tax Collection

Chincse whi were khowledgeable of and skilled in overseas
trade hade served the Kin: in the Krom Phrakhlang Sinkha and the Krom
Tha eotitinuously since NAyudhaya times; as is witnessed by the Chinese-
held noble title of Pbhrava Cloduekarartsettid, who was the chief of the.
Krom Tha Gail, for example. Among the sreat number of Chineses who entg:ed
Thailand durdve Fhe Barly Cangkok Period, especially in the reipns of
Kirg Rama 1T and Rama‘III, thoge who were skilled in overseas trade
and shipping: assistod the state in these matters,  Some served simply
as steeremén, harber pilote, ship captains zad even ship crewmen;GI
Yaving Pad previded weeful service ro the srate, some of these indivi=-
duals werve conferred titles of nobility accordin; to long=standing @

royal traditice dir roturn for their meritoriocs service. For instanee,

G2
Luggip Phokiarartebeserthd, Khun Phekdl Arkorm, etce,

I addicion, some Chirese were skilled in shipbuliding-econ-

structing bulwarks and coulking, for example-and played a role in Thei

»*15$r“30hm Lowriry, The Kingdom and People of Siam (Kuala

Lumpur, Sinpapores Oxford Undversity Preas, 1969), Vol, IT, D ALB,

o,
£
tid .

Moy Bamut Vocbiravarn, Cotmel Het Ratchakarn Thi 3, C.8. 1706

387y y ltoe 40




gervice to the srarc as tax collectors by many Chinese thus pave rise
to Chinese famiilies with lines of whility, TFor instance, the Sae Lim
family, two brothers of which were tax collectors, became the Krairoek
family in the Farly langkok Period. Othcers that trace their descent
to tax collectors include the Chotikasathian, Chotdikaphukana’, Huntrakum,
and Phisarnbut fazm‘..'!.ix-.es.b5

Tt can therefore be seen how changes in the Thai economy during
the Barly Bangkok Period, especially the promotion of samphaw (junk)

trade and the Implementation of the caw phasi nai arkorr system, pro-

vided opportunitics for the Cuilnese to better their economic position.
ef course the state had already given support to their immigrating to
Thailand Lo ficd work and settle down, At thils stape they were piven
dubivy acd responsibilities for service te the astote In overscas shipn
ping and trade and as semi-official tax collectors, This clearly put
them in contact with and gave them interests 4o common with poverment
masters and nobles, which resulted in upward social mobility for the
Chinese in sarvice te the state as well as increased wealth. Therefore
it can be said that the Chinese played d significant role in cont¥nlling
the Thal economy while most Thal state leaders .were intent mainly on
working for the state and ralsing their soclzl status within the state

service systam, as they had traditionally done.bb As for the general

SS. Suknontharphirom, "Lotbart Khon Cin Tor Phawa Setthakit

Thai Nai Samal Fruny Ratanakosin," Fhon Cin 200 Pi Phai Tai Fhra dorom

Photi Sompharn (Rrungthep: Siriclhai Kernphim, 2526), p. 86.

. b6, . ; ‘ . ; .
Pivanart duwmar, "An Anelysis of Social Mobility in Thai
Society during the Karly Ratanakasin veriod', Research Report Series

tie. 8. (hanpkoky Chulalongkvrn Undversity, 1985), pp, 103-108,
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kaw vort and the lak kak.68 These ang vi seccret socictics sometimes

F

had violent and fetal encounters causing disturbance of the peace.o

The Post=Ebwring Treaty Pericd

The Bowring Trcaty-of‘1855¢with England was the first of several
similar treaties made witit other countries. They pave rise to the
production of goods for export, in particular rice, which provided
a great deal of revenue for Thailand, The Thai economic system acquired
the new features of producing goods for sale and a monetary System.7
Fcllowing the signiny of these trade apreements with various countries,
merciient ships from industrialised capitalist countries in the West
hegan arriving in Thalland in order to set up mercantile businesses
and factories such as hanks, rice mills, etec,, firstly in Bangkok.

At that time Thai lcaders were in the process of changing the face of
the city to make it more like that of Western civilized natious. Par=
ticular changces that were economically significant for the expansien

of trade were the digping and improvement of canals71, the building

688. Suklhontlarphirom, op.cit., P 87

691"‘01' details sec Suparat Lertphanichkul, Triad Societies in
Theiland 1824-1910, M.A. Thesis, Department of History, Chulalongkorn
University, 2524).

?ochatthip Wartsupha eud Sutlee Prasartset, “Rabop Setthakit Thai,

1851-1920, viwatanarkarn Thun Niyom Thai" (sangkoks Académic Affairs
Section, Faculty of Economics, Chulalongkorn University and Economics
Study Group, Faculty of Economics, Thammasart ﬂniversity, 2523, D« 2s

71For details see Piyanart dunnag, Duangporn Nophakhun and

i
v s,

Suwathana Thardarniti, Opcit, Chapters 2=3,
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Race male Female © Total
Tae Chiu Chinese . 78,091 . 8,207 . 86,298
Hokkien Chinecse : "-18 B2 2,367 22 ;190
Cantonhese Chinese - 25,978 4,151 | 30,129
Hainahese Chinese 12, 165 903 13,068
Hakka Chinese 9,411 1,409 10,820
Other Chinese 15,337 9,624 . 18,961

Source: K,H,C,, R.,6, N,27/8, Ruecang Yocrt Samanckhura (22 March-20 May,

Wiiﬁ the mass iﬁmigration of the Chinese to Bangkok and the
above méﬁtioned cdﬁﬁifiﬁns, the Chinese were bound to became cngaged
in auﬁide'fanqe af aconomi o activities, which can be grouped into the
following 3 categories:

1. Unskilled labor

2, Mcrchandising and ‘trade

3y Cﬂmbradores

1. Unskilled lakor

This group of Chinese worked for forcion traders as stcvedorss,
loading and unloading goods, az load b@qrers for the companies cwned
by Western traders, and at various stéa@ énd windfpoﬁeréd rice ﬁiilé:
Later On,vthis groun doveioped into the én—called "small Capiﬁélists"’

- ) ) 74
of Thai socicty.

74 ) . ,
,‘28.'Sukhontharpler,,OE,Cltu, P. 88.
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They weré located Loth within and outside the city wall and were run
" NN ¢+ S e o
Ly Chinwse. Trey ot rich fast,

The benefite of Lanke were recopnized immediately. ilot only
were returns high Lut they facilitated trading and merchandising,

When | ank came to Thailand the Chinese responded without hesitation,

especially these familiar with phoi kuen, the tusiness of sending

money from the Chinese dn Thailand to thedir relatives in China. Most
Chinese Lankers were tradere who had already realized profits, Between
1907 ‘and 1933 there were 9 important Chinese hanks, e.p. Tawyongheng
Dank Ltd;, Waﬁglican Lénk‘ftd.s'Shn1i Vank, etc;78

v;;iaggdkiﬁa; dfrfabtéries and mills were set up in the Bangkok '~
area:i;éévahﬁts, Flavored syrup‘piants, weaving mille, ship yards,
sté;ﬁ;ﬁowefgd saw &iilé, rice mills, ironworks, WOEkshopé'with guch
speciéiists'a; yéldémith:;‘n11vcrsmithsy builders and carpentoers,
priﬁtihﬁfshbbé; éﬁeé%iicity gpn0+a%igg plants, match tactories, ¢iga=-

rette facteries, soap factories, tanneries, dye works, dnd saw mills.

]

Tn particular, the number of rice mills expanded very swiftly in the

é s od 79
rice=yrowing areas alony, the northern and castern railway lines.

v

Tiid.

FE]
/“Hntanawadce Rﬂtanaknmnip'bavelopmeut and! Foles af Commercial
Banks in Thailand (1888-154%5) "(M.A. Thesis, Department of History,

Chulalongkorn University, 2523), . 99.

79Jnmcs Go Inpram, Feonomic Chanpes in Thailanmd 1850-1970

{(Californias Sconford Hniveraity Tress, 1071), p. 170,

i |
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Over = period of time, the small-scale Chiinese merchante who

i .3

served as compradores distriluting Vestern EDPQS developed clpsa relg-
tions with and won the trust of the Vestern Fraders.‘Eveutually these
sm@ll investore accumulated enough capital to Lecome nip Lusinessmen
themselves,

Insummaryg trade in Langkok small scale and 1ar3e—scal¢--was
in the hands of the Cliirese to the extent that it can lLe said they
controlled the Thal econemy, This pewerful economic role came alout
not orly !eeause of favoralle a Thai social structure énd the favorable
state of allairs ir Thailand !ur also lecause of some special charac~

¥ ! ad

terigtigg of the Chincse pecple rhemselves, namcly,xz

1{ (Qualifications aud skills.iu trading:

Za Edugatinn

3. Mutual assistance

i, Ounlifications and skills in trading
A majority of th Clinene had an interest in iradiug
and W@T@viﬂQP?Lfiﬂﬁﬁs persevering , patient and thrifty - a;; of which
wore Yexy'?aﬁic:gnﬂ‘fmportcﬂt traics. Alony with tiéir skills in
trading, thése traits eralbled the Chinese to ralse khcir_statug:very
swiftly,‘ 0“9 analyvais has gxamined Chirese trJQqu cxpertise iu ;u;ms

) . | ER
of 2 types of straterics: ol jective and sul jective.

nr-

Toonket Chandhakanond, The Tistory and the Expaunsion of

Chinege trade in banpkok letropolis 18551032, (tuh. Thesis, Depar tment

cof Tistory, Chulalongkorn University, 2527, p.. 60. -

stuphaf‘ﬂan;khan; "Kelayut Karnkba Kiorne Khouw Cin," Khon Cin
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w&ﬁid}try té.géLvLu Y sd é@t close to these perdons of power and
iﬁfiuéhcé..prése;ting theﬁ with gifts on various 6ccasi§ns. This stra=
tegy contrihutéd siéﬁi%icéntly té‘thcimcrchants' Lecoming wealthy and
prosperoué‘

1. subjective strategies refers to strategies related to peréon—

nel and activitics withir the Pusiness establishment, consisting of &4

componentss

a. treating emplovees as family members i~ When the

Chirese came to Thailand,at-first they were dependent on their em-
ployers. Later on when they themeclves bLuilt up lusiness concerns

with several employees they would usually provide them with hopsiﬁg

on the premises of rhe establishment and also food, this practice being

called kongsi in Chinese. For example, within the compound of the old

offices of the Wanpli' compary ip Dhonburi row houses were Luilt for
employees te live in. iesides receiving thelr salaries they were also
piven rice for their families. Providing workers with housing and
food helped te create family-type relationships - with the employer
as the family head-causing tle workers to feel as if they were rela-
tives. Thus, the Chinese employer-head of family visualized running
his Tusiness as the way to provide for Loth his emp;oyees'.families
and his own,

L. preparing sud training children for work ;= Training

children for work took twoe forws. In the case vf a snall Lusiness
usually the father would first have his children work at other Lusi=-
ness establishments in order to galn knqwlegge and experience, after
which they would returr for further training in running the father's
Lusloess a8 preparation for taking owvoer tne rQSpwnnihiL;ty lqnﬂr.””ﬁ.

In tiic case of a medinm=size, prospering concern the fatlier who was
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The fnr@gﬂing‘gtrategieg uged in carrying out their
bugineegs and thedr traite of modesty and thrift enabled the Chinese
to pradualily tuild up their savings and investments from small ones to
larger and larger ones.

72, FEducatilon

.,

The arrival of more and more Western traders in
Thailand followinge the sipning of treaties with various Western naticns
lent a much ﬁdre importanl role Lo the English languape in trade contacts
il uaguLiaﬂinué} The Chinese realized ite importance in facilitating
Loth iutéfnul and external trading business and alse its advantages
for someone entering; the new well-paying occupations such as compradores
and clerks in Weétefn firms, Experience from these new positions could
Le put to uge l%ter on in their own trading ventures.

‘wRealiZing'fhe importance of Lnplish, the Chinese fure
thcrmoré sought téﬁprovide an education' for their children. Primary
educationr could Le nbtained at miésiﬁﬁary-mperated schools such as
Assumpfion,‘WMiah offered a general curriculun with emphasis on foreign
lamuages, Many assumption gradugtes were able to  raise their social
3tatus.and became leaders in povermment service and the business field.a4
Take for exanple Koson Hoontrakun, the son of Untui and Kham;, Lorn at
Talat Néi, SamplLanthawony, District, Bangkok, who finished the Bth prade

at Assumption. After graduation he took over his father's business

+)

&QVarunee Osatharom, Education in Thal Society 1868«1932, (M,A,

Thesis, Department of fistory, Chulalongkorn University, 2524), p.27.

——
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In. Uricef, a Vestern gducation Lackground,_especiglly
the acguisitlon of English, alony with training in the family business
and experience palned from working for Western firme cither as a clerk
or as a compradore, mave Chincse merchants a distinet advantage in set-

ting up their own lusinesses and enabled them to meet with success.

4y Mutual assistance

‘hen tte ecarly Chinese immigrants in Thailand had
Lecome firancially sceure and independent, they would often send word
to their relatives end friends in Chins te persuade them to come to
Thailand: and make 2 new start, Uhen these latter immigrants arrived
they would receive sid and assistance from the early immigrants. They
wowrld. jall. Live rogether in ﬁroups’andyes;gblish‘close ties,

The assiatance received and Fhe close ties that deve=
loped amone the Clirese immiprants cnabled later immiprants to set up
businesses of thelr own very quickly. Take the case of Khuibun Sae
Yorng who -was persuaded 1y Lim to come to Thailand, Lim found & job
for Khulbun as a rice mill worker at Fua Lamphong. Afterwards, Khuibun
was alle to start his own Lusiness and lecame a well-to-do merchaut.86
Or take the case of Phraya Phison Sombat korilun (YVim Tansakunsalayalut).
viern e bad estallished a firm cconromic position in Thailand, he was
able tm,pursgade A rcla;iVe, Tiweng, Bae Law, a fellow Hokkien Chinese
from Ciangelw to come to Thailand. Theng came, whén hé‘was 6nly 13
and worked as a helper in Plraya Phison's business, and before long

was alle to set up his owe lusiness and scrve as a semiwofficial tax

6 o e | ' . :
" Nai ¥huilun Sae Worng, Anusoru Nal Uparn Charpanakitsop Ha'

Var Somanat Wikaru, 40 Aupust 2483,
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printin; shops, rice mills, pawn shops; rice marketing, shipping, bid-
ding for tle semi-official tax collcctor positicns, and monopolizing
thie collcerion of opium and various kinds of ~amilins taxes.

At the same time others worked as coolies luilding railways,

 digydng canals, as lalorers at rice and saw mills. Still others were

craftsmar and so on, ILlu lrief, the Chinese were gquipped and willing
to tackle aoy profitalle jobt with patience and delipence, taking the
hard with the casv, and were not easily discouraged by obstacles.
Evenrvelly, they secured Lleir postrfon in control of Lie Thal economy.

besides the cconomic role of the Chinese they made social cone
trilbutions Ly aiding the state through the provision of funds for the
digging ol canals aud rhe construction of roads and bridges. Caw Sua
Yim, or Phraya Phiscusomiat, had Phasi.Caroeg Cana]‘dng; Arkorn Yanpg
Lad Techawanit Foad Luilt; Arkorn Teng, or Luany Udornpharnic, had‘Kﬁg
Senyg 11 Pridpge huilt: ete.

fowaver, Lo presence of the Chinese o Lhalland did 1ead to
some glgpnificant political prollems, which Legan with the estallishment
of the ang vi secret socleties., Conflicts of dntercet had developed
amous the Chincse themselves and posed a thrugt to ¢ivil peace, to the
point that dufiu; the réign of Kiﬁp Rama V o patrol division was set up
te watceh over the Chincsc and pre§enc them from comnitting acts of vio-

lence, ‘Ihe patrol division would send lotl: covert and overt olservers

to watch over gpatherings of Chinese, sometimes actually sitting in on

their meetings,” In addftion, Chinese Hewcpapera from Swatcw and

BQK.H.C,, R.6, N, 20/5, "Rai N¢arn Krarp Rian Senarbordi Kra=

suany, Naki.orn Sarn Gork Keam Kovng Trawem Phonack Gin, 10 Tune R.S.

131.
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‘ﬁihtiglé ﬁe serit wmissarries to setvupfbrénchesfof'the Tung

Meng I-%‘ui Slb"c"iét;-' ".in‘2['1i“ai.lan‘d..9'j For instance, 1914 saw the founding
of tlie Chinese €IV of Banpgkok, a business association of the liakka
Clidnese ir Banpkok, which served ‘as a cover for underground operations.
Later on revclutionary cells were set up within private Lusiress orpa-
nizations at Z=2 locaticns in the provifices; a ook and newspaper clul
wae set up in scuthurn’Thailand; Thus the f¥amework for Chinpese nationmal-
istic sbcictios in the provindes took sha,pe‘.% ~In additicn, in 1909
the first Chicese school had heen estiabilished in Tanpkok 'to' serve as a-
means of inktiilii¢ a sense of nationalism amcme the Chinese youth'lLorn.
in [Hailand;

‘Orie Chinese leader in Tiniland who played ab important tole . in
providing suppott for' Dri Sun-vat Sen's revolution was Heiao: Fo Cheng,
or Pedan Mab Serie Sril unruang:’ Wet only did He lend financial support:
to Dr. Sun-vat Sen Lut he also published a Thai and a Chinese newspaper
in Tﬁailénﬂ for the purpose of disseminating the revolutlonary. ideas
issuiliv from China.' The Chinese veraion of this newspaper was called

flug Siam Sin Po (Hoa=t.sin=¢ii=pac) and usually featured military and .-

g A

93 " . . ) .
Tung Meng Hui was a revolutionry societh that opposed the

rule of the Manchu Dynasty. Its members cooperated with several other
groups, including that of Dr. Sun-yat Sen, in establishing the
Kuomintang Party. (from Kanpirem Suwannanonde, ibid., p. 82)

L A - ; .
? William Skinner, Chines® Soclety in Thoiland: An Analytical

Hintory (New York: Cornell Univernity Prena, 1962), p. 188,
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This \eries nf’ events a'll gave rise to a greatersmme of cthases

noge to the motherland among the Chinese in Tnailandu Ihey developéd

an awareness of tue “reatness of Chind and pride in thetr Chiuese nge

K
4

tionality, especially the young, who kad very strong nationalistic
feeliups and wanted to see China lecome pgreater and sreater. The Chinese
who wore tielr hair ir queues cut them off; Kek Meny, (Kuomintauy) flags

wete disPIaved in Chirose louses, as were wictutes of Dr. Sun-yat Sen,

indlLatiP? faith in tle revolutionarv ideals taking hold in China. This

pcrlod saw the Lltherin' of Lhinese into communitice vather than being

gy}

diﬁlu roo d anong, T'ﬂli:ﬂ. n prgvfnusl\l and the Lhinese kept apart from the

Thais, particularly ir urban aruas, tlus Lrﬂﬂtlrﬂ further discord.97

Onp n(rasinx wher. rho Fhinese 10Ludlly Lreated civil unrest

was w“on, ]P June 1“10 tbey stafed a massive strike in Bangkok, This

P

took ;lacu DDJ_‘ 5 lllUllLLh l(lrnr(‘ rhn nﬂ('onninn Of Phrauar: Somdet Thra

Monpkut Klaw Caw Yu Lua (nama VI) to thv throne. The purpose of the

ﬂtrlke wae to protest the riee in the bead tax, or p}uk p1 tax, from

1,50 Laht per yc1r to € Ya}t. ? The strlking Chinese caused disorder
for three day (1=3 June), the untest fihdl]y F91ﬂ; quelled Ly military
force. | |

In the same year, at the étart:of'King Rama VI's réign, Tumor s
Lesan gé épreadléhat'soné of the”éhiécée were to Le conscripted into
miiifafy service; éﬁﬁsimg larye numbers of’young Chinese men to flee to

i

Chira, Anbtherlrhmnr had it that at 5 years ofkage Chinese children

Q
“7Yupharet Millikaen, op.cit., p. 111,

£ '
)gPhuangtoi Klorm=Uoang, ©PaCitsy pu Jlda
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Klaw Caw Vit ugg“pigcga s reat SamporEanes on ids poldey of dealing with
tiw Chinese pru?iem i Thailand!lOI | : -

Lz addition, du?ing thls pcriod thie Chinese in Langkék also Sﬁaééd
protests agaimst Amerigan and‘Jgpanese‘éoods. Sucl. acts on tﬁe part of
the Chinese causéd ‘many prohleys for’Thaiiand.‘ be‘ghat as 1t.&ay; throughout
the Ieriod from 185» to 1932 Thai state officiélq continually sought some
means Qf compromise in dealiﬁp witﬂ probléﬁs caused by Chinese Lecause
they did not wanp‘ény prolieﬁ fo srow and get out of control, thereby
posirg a tlreat to rational StruilitV and se;urit».loz Furthernore, in
almost @ver* reipn Thal %tate officals held to a po]icy of natural

asqimi1at10n of the Chiree@ into Ttax society thrnur% the naxria,u of

' 103 ;
Chinese men to Thai womer., Thus, later penerations Of Chinese

i

OlYupaporn Churchinda, "Sua Ta; Structure of Organization and
Political Role" (M.A, Thesds,Departnent of lilstory, Chulalongkorn
tniversity, 1985), p. 4l. Tor more details see pp. 141=14G.
lozseo Ponket Phandhakanard, op.cit,, pp. 90=98,

103 g N T : :
There were times when an anti~Chinese immi;ration policy

was put into effect, namely, after Vorld Ular 1, a shart pariod afrer

Vorld War Ti, and durin’ the Prime Ministership of Field Marshall Por

PhiPuTﬁnnﬁkTAm, Sae Thawi Thirawongsord, Sntharnannarp ”harn Kotmai

Khofng Ghaw Cir Uai Pratbet That (Krungthep: rho Sam Ton Karnphim,

2517), pp.. 19«77,
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ability to adaéfﬂgg the chanpih; conditions of the Thai economy, and
also tle Th;isng;éQZfowiginywéhdﬁt’Wéstérnffypq improvements to th@,,
counitry. Since the majority of these improvements were concentrated
on developing the capital city, bapgkok, trade 2and Lusiness expanded,
leadin;; in turn to widespread irowth of Chinese communities in the
newly developed areas,

. - Ir particular, new roads wetre b@ilt: in Rama IV's reign,
Caroenkrung, Lamrung quang,ifgegng Nakhorn, Trong; in Rama V's reign,
110 new streets and. ropads were built, particularly ip the.30gchep

section of the eity, from Phadung Krung Kasem Canal to thg_Bangrgk‘

Liles s T

Fps

area, the area within the city wall, and in Sampheny. Later, in the

reiyns of Rama VI and VII ard up to 1932, most of the new streets were
built ip. already estallished business areas in order to facilitate
Lusiress and trade transactiors.  The building of streets durin; this

latter; period was an effort to interconnect the existing transporta-

ESVEE
tion: routes, especially the roads and the Chao Phraya River,
v i oy : 3 -
With the new streets and roads came new buildings, row shops
and markets in responsc to the estallishing of permanent places of

Lusiness Ly the Chinese who had saved up enough to rent row shops

where thcy could sell their merchandise and services. One of tle
most wealthy row shop ond market owners was FPhra Khlang Kharno Thi,
. 103
during the reimm of Rama V,
The prowth of Lusiness tock place alonp hoth sides of the

new roads that passed throwh community areas, causing environmental

10

LJE

Savomporn Tony sari, The Impact of the Iullding of Roads, ..,

e

rpe 141-190.

i F
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for both political éhd economic.reagéns. ﬁolitically, during this
period there was' much in-fightino among the Chinese to seize power,
cupedially inthe southern provinces, resulting in a state of turmoil.
The defeated had to seék refuge vutside of China by the thousands,  as
did those menbers of the populace who wanted to flee from the political
turmoils> Moreover, this political situation so adversely affacted:
the cconomy that the peopls were wunable to devote their full efforts

Lo making a living. Faced also with bandits and natural disasters,:
througnout the land they suffered from famine and starvation.

The aforementioned political and economic situations .in China-
were important factors that pressured many Chinese to emigrate in order
to f£ind a new place to make a living. Some of these Chinese immigrated
to Thailand because it was a "land of pibnfy" fﬁéﬁ éffured &anyuépﬁér—
tuniti&s £o seck out a livelihood. The Chifhess represented a source
of fifst~rate labor; they wera hafdmworking, industrious, persevering
and gave thelr best efforts for the wages that they received.4

Subsoguently, a "nead” for the Chinese labor force in Thailand
was created, beginning with the reign of Rama IT, when the policy of

conseyipting commoners as corves labor for various public works projects

3 v 5t Oy . = :
“th'en Su~ching, China and Southcastern Asia (Chungking and

New York: China Institute ‘of ‘Pacific Relations, 1945), p. 6: gquotéd

in William G. Skinner, Chinese Society in Thailand: An Analytical His-

%ny;(NEG York: Corncll Univarsity PresS} 1957); p."zi; also see Louis

Mitéhigﬁh;wihe Ovirseas Chiness (London: The Badly Head Ltd., 1861) ,p. 16.

T

4Mullica Ruangrapce, The Role of the Chinese in Thal Economy,
Saciety and Art from Rama I to Rama IV (M.A. Thesis, Department of

History, Chulalongkorn University, 2518), p. 68.







