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Abstract

This research aims to study the literary techniques used in the adaptation of Lilit Taleng Phai
to a Chakrabhand puppet play and to analyze the theme and value of Taleng Phai: A

Chakrabhand Puppet Play as performance literature. Documentary research and in-depth
interviews were adopted as the primary research method.

The study reveals that four literary techniques have been used to make such adaption: the first
is the adaptation of the content, primarily the addition of the background of the elephant battle,
along with the removal and rearrangement of certain events; the second is the adaptation of
characters, including the addition characters , the adaptation of the habit of characters and the
adjustment of the roles of several characters into one character; the third is the adaptation of
the prosody, including the change of prosody from lilit, consisting of khlong and rai, to klon
that is more suitable for singing , the addition of prose dialogue, both in Thai and Burmese, and
the insertion of songs; the fourth is the adaptation of the presentation, specifically presentation
through the manner of the puppet movement, as well as the combination of songs and the
atmosphere.

These four adaptation techniques are the critical factors that add great value to Taleng Phai: A
Chakrabhand Puppet Play as performance literature in that Taleng Phai: A Chakrabhand
Puppet Play maintains the theme about the bravery of the king from Lilit Taleng Phai.
Moreover, Taleng Phai: A Chakrabhand Puppet Play demonstrates five conventions of the
puppet performance: 1) an invocation for puppet performance; 2) the use of puppet songs; 3) the
insertion of jokes; 4) the delivery of puppets to the stage; and 5) not concluding with the death
of a character. However, Taleng Phai: A Chakrabhand Puppet Play includes three innovations
for a puppet performance: 1) the creation of a puppet play from historical literature; 2) the
creation of an atmosphere in a puppet performance; and 3) the creation of songs and a singing
format.

Apart from the performance value, Taleng Phai: A Chakrabhand Puppet Play contains literary

value from word to content: 1) the use of words for referring to characters; 2) synonyms; 3)
word selection; 4) the use of figures of speech; 5) the repetition of content; and 6) the
arrangement of content. In addition, pictures and knowledge from The Art of War inserted in
Taleng Phai: A Chakrabhand Puppet Play show the value in the contents.

The creation of Taleng Phai: A Chakrabhand Puppet Play reveals outstanding features of Thai
literary culture. First, a literary text can exist in a certain culture by being presented in various
forms, with both forms retaining their own identity and value. This feature links to a second

feature, the creation of literature is the combination of traditional conventions and innovative
features by the author. By the combination of conventions and creativity, the stream of literary
culture can continue and prosper.

Keyword: Adaptation, Lilit Taleng Phai, Taleng Phai: A Chakrabhand Puppet Play.

Performance literature
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